himself flying more than ten yards above the ground. He had been surprised to find that, despite the speed of sixty kilometres an hour, he had been able to keep his eyes wide open. Towards the end of his experience Mr. Reichel had been unable to master his emotion. His heart felt like bursting. Tears streamed from his eyes.
The apprentices, the young comrades, decided that Mr. Reichel was chicken-hearted. But they were sure that flying had a limitless future, and that its progress would be startling. Everybody was talking about how abominably crowded Paris was. The scaffoldings of the Underground, which rose up all over the place like fortresses of clay and planks, armed with batteries of cranes, had ended by strangling the streets, blocking all the intersections. Not to speak of the fact that this driving of tunnels was undermining the ground in all directions and threatening Paris with collapse. (That very October 3rd, part of the parade-ground of the Cit6 barracks had fallen into the Chitelet-Porte d'Orl£ans M6tro under construction, and a mounted policeman's horse had suddenly been swallowed up by the abyss.)
Well, a few months or even a few weeks earlier, in March or even in July 1908, it was still possible to understand that they should go to all this trouble and put people in such danger by making these mole-hills for the M6tro; but really, on October 6th, in this autumn when aviation had blossomed like a miraculous fruit, you had to ask yourself "whether it was still worth while to swallow up such a lot of money, and even mounted policemen's horses, in these subterranean enterprises, when it was obvious that by 1918, at the latest, a good half of the traffic in the streets of Paris would be carried on by airplanes, flying fifteen or twenty yards high,
In the course of the morning, there occurred something like a rotation in this immense afflux of the periphery towards the centre. By ten o'clock most of the multitude was no longer coming from the east, but from the northeast of the city, and then from the true north. Meanwhile the stream from the south, inconsiderable during the eadier

